Integration in Asia
Asia is the largest and most populous continent in the world. It covers around 30% of the Earth's land area and with approximately 4 billion people. Ancient history, rich civilization, abundant natural resources, major and fast growing world economies have given Asia a unique opportunity to play its rightful role in the world. In terms of GNP, Asia ranks third after North America and Europe. 40 percent of the overall world trade belongs to Asia. 

Despite these advantages, Asia suffers from shortcomings too. The majority of the world's under-nourished and two thirds of the world's poor live in this region. Furthermore, more than 600 million people are without safe drinking water, around 1.9 billion people do not have access to improved sanitation; and more than 800 million people have no access to electricity and millions are prone to diseases. 

Cognizant of the above-mentioned challenges and opportunities, the people of this continent have worked hard in recent years towards the path of integration.    

In 1999, the Association of Asian Parliaments for Peace (AAPP) was established. During the 7th plenary meeting of the AAPP which was held in 2006 in Tehran, the Islamic Republic of Iran, it was decided to transform the AAPP into the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA). 

In order to remove the impediments to integration in Asia, the First APA Plenary Session decided to establish a permanent secretariat to prepare Plans of Actions for the following issues: Alleviating poverty, combating corruption, friendship pact, Asian Monetary Fund, establishing an integrated energy market in Asia, cultural diversity and opportunities and challenges of globalization.

'Flying together' is the motto for APA activities. One of the objectives of the APA is to bring about greater integration in Asia and move towards creating the Asian Union, a far-fetched idea to some and a definite eventuality for others. 

The APA Charter considers a closer unity among Asian countries as an essential factor for the economic and social progress in Asia. In this regard, one of the principles of the establishment of the APA is to harmonize laws and legal practices from among the members of the Assembly with a view to achieving common legislations, taking into consideration the diversities of Asian cultural, political and economic experiences. 

The APA has three Standing Committees: a) Political, b) Social and Cultural, and c) Economic. Moreover, numerous Sub-Committees meet at least once a year to prepare their reports to be adopted by the APA Plenary. The Plenary is the most important organ within APA and meets once a year to approve decisions, resolutions and declarations or submit reports on general policies of the APA. The President of the Assembly is elected from amongst Presidents/Speakers of the Member Parliaments for two years. The APA Permanent Secretariat is located in Tehran and is headed by a Secretary-General who is elected for a four-year-term.

The Sub-Committees, while dealing with different issues related to their work, are inclined to promote integration in Asia too. For instance, the Sub-Committee on Energy deals with different issues related to energy including stability of energy market, energy intensity and efficiency and Asian gas network. Nevertheless, all of these issues are considered within the Integrated Energy Market in Asia. Along the same line, The Sub-Committee on Environment, while dealing with environmental degradation in Asia, has decided to work on a common legislation, within Asia, on climate change.

The success of APA depends on the existence of political will in the countries of APA members. Likewise, the political will is contingent upon the people’s demand which in turn is related to their knowledge on the achievements of the integration in Asia. Therefore, Asian citizens are expected to increase their knowledge about the idea of integration in Asia and raise their thoughts on this important issue in the society so that the APA objectives are better materialized.

It is an established fact that all Asian countries do not benefit from the fruits of integration equally. Therefore, each country should study how it can benefit most from the Asian integration and design its policies accordingly. 

Asian people have a long way to go in their efforts to reach full integration in Asia. Nevertheless, the important steps in this direction have already been taken. Once, the idea of integration in Asia was a myth, now this noble goal is vigorously pursued in this continent. 

Last but not least, although this contest is designed to introduce APA to Asian students, however, the APA Secretary-General encourages the students to keep their contacts with the APA Secretariat so that both sides can benefit from these exchanges.
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